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Introduction to Chemistry
2011-12
Instructor:
David Burr



Work Phone:  673.4682 ext. 305


Email:  dburr@dixiehigh.org
Course 

Description:
General Chemistry is a standard high school chemistry course in which you will study the structure of matter, its properties and reactions. This is not an honors course.  If you’re here to get science credit for graduation, this is a good place.  

There is a lab fee required.  
This is one of those classes that ends with a big test (officially called a CRT, criterion referenced test, but also known as and end-of-level test) from the State Office.
Objectives and 

Outcomes:
After completing any physical science elective course, you should be able to:

• Explain and apply major concepts in the physical sciences 

• Demonstrate knowledge of the process of science 

• Communicate scientific ideas through oral or written assignments

After completing Chemistry, you should be able to:

• Correctly use the vocabulary of chemistry.

• Understand and use the Periodic Table of Elements to predict the behavior of atoms.

• Show that you have chemistry skills such as balancing an equation, drawing a Lewis dot structure for a covalent compound, and predicting the results of a radioactive decay.

• Form intelligent opinions about consumer and environmental issues which involve chemistry.

• Independently gather, evaluate, and synthesize information about chemistry and communicate these ideas in writing.
· Do really well on the State end-of-level test.
Course
Content:
Coursework will consist of content materials presented by the instructor, homework assignments, class discussions, and quizzes.  Daily quizzes may come at anytime during a class session.  There will be approximately 14 units that will take about 2 ½ weeks each to complete.  There will be approximately 4 tests during each quarter.
The course experience will be summed up with quarter projects.  The project will be a presentation given to the class on the last day of the quarter.  This project will take the place of a quarter exam.  Presentations may be prepared in groups of 1 or 2 people in the form of a science fair type display or a PowerPoint presentation.  Your assignment in this project is to select one chemistry topic covered during the quarter and highlighting it in three ways: 

1. It’s past:  

a. How did we come to know about this part of chemistry?

2. It’s present:  
a. How is it used in society today?  
b. What risks does it present to us?
c. What benefits does it present to us?
3. It’s future:

a. Where is our society going with this?

b. What will we be doing with it in 25 or more years?
Presentations should last between 5 and 10 minutes.
Course 

Grading:
Your quarter grades will be calculated based on your results in these several areas:

	
	% of your semester grade

	Homework
	50

	Quizzes
	10

	Tests
	30

	Project
	10



The quarter grade is not a simple sum of the points earned, but is weighted as shown.
Quarter grades will be determined according to this schedule:

	A   93-100

A-  90-93
	B+   87-90

B     83-87

B-    80-83
	C+   77-80

C     73-77

C-    70-73
	D+   67-70

D     63-67

D-    60-63
	F    0-60


Grades will be posted on PowerSchool on at least a weekly basis.  Grades may not be changed after a quarter is completed.

Grading/
Attendance:
Late Work.  I'll take late work if you have a good reason for not having the work done on time.  See me if you think yours is a good one.

Test Re-takes.  If you would like to re-take any test, chat with me and we’ll see what we can do for you.

· My Website:
I keep a website for my students.  It has:

· Downloads:

· this course disclosure

· the really good periodic table we use in class (but without your notes on it, so don’t lose yours……but it’s here in case you need it)
· every piece of homework
· My Doceri lessons.  These are the actual lessons we cover in the same way you saw them during class.  They are handy if you miss a class or if you want to review a lesson.

· References guiding you to:

· Where in our textbooks you can read about each lesson

· Other cool places on the web that may help

· Clips from other chemistry teachers.  Most of these come from YouTube (you could find them yourself) but I’ve collected clips that fit each lesson best.

Here is it:
http://gooddixiescience.weebly.com/index.html
Required 

Texts:
Chemistry: Concepts and Applications;  Glencoe   Really big flask and a lit match on the cover.

· 
We use two versions of this book in class:

· The blue one which you check out of the library and keep at home

· The red one…my classroom set you can use while in class

Other 

· Materials:
Here are a couple of other ideas:

· Keep your chemistry notes in a way that you’ll have them all together when the end of level test shows up in the Spring.  Most will get a notebook just for chemistry and use it all year.  You’ll be glad later if you keep your notes.

· We have a classroom set of calculators, so you don’t need to buy one for this class.  If you prefer to use a calculator you already have, that’s fine.

· You’ll use a periodic table nearly every day.  I’ll give you a sturdy one that will do really well for this class.  I’ll suggest things to write on it from time to time.  This tool will be a big help…..treat it well.
